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Wednesday, Day 1 – Ash Wednesday 
Scripture Reading: Genesis 3:17-19 
 
(KJV) - And unto Adam he said, Because thou hast hearkened unto the voice of thy wife, 
and hast eaten of the tree, of which I commanded thee, saying, Thou shalt not eat of it: 
cursed is the ground for thy sake; in sorrow shalt thou eat of it all the days of thy life; 
Thorns also and thistles shall it bring forth to thee; and thou shalt eat the herb of the field; 
In the sweat of thy face shalt thou eat bread, till thou return unto the ground; for out of it 
wast thou taken: for dust thou art, and unto dust shalt thou return. 
 
(NIV) - To Adam he said, "Because you listened to your wife and ate from the tree about 
which I commanded you, 'You must not eat of it,' "Cursed is the ground because of you; 
through painful toil you will eat of it all the days of your life.  It will produce thorns and 
thistles for you, and you will eat the plants of the field.  By the sweat of your brow you 
will eat your food until you return to the ground, since from it you were taken; for dust 
you are and to dust you will return." 
 
(NLT) - And to Adam he said, "Because you listened to your wife and ate the fruit I told 
you not to eat, I have placed a curse on the ground. All your life you will struggle to 
scratch a living from it.  It will grow thorns and thistles for you, though you will eat of its 
grains.  All your life you will sweat to produce food, until your dying day. Then you will 
return to the ground from which you came. For you were made from dust, and to the dust 
you will return." 
 
(NRSV Catholic Edition) - And to the man he said, "Because you have listened to the 
voice of your wife, and have eaten of the tree about which I commanded you, "You shall 
not eat of it,' cursed is the ground because of you; in toil you shall eat of it all the days of 
your life; thorns and thistles it shall bring forth for you; and you shall eat the plants of the 
field.  By the sweat of your face you shall eat bread until you return to the ground, for out  
of it you were taken; you are dust, and to dust you shall return." 
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Thursday, Day 2 - Christina Rossetti’s Ash Wednesday 
Scripture Reading: Romans 8:16-18 
 
(KJV) - The Spirit itself beareth witness with our spirit, that we are the children of God: 
And if children, then heirs; heirs of God, and joint-heirs with Christ; if so be that we 
suffer with him, that we may be also glorified together. For I reckon that the sufferings of 
this present time are not worthy to be compared with the glory which shall be revealed in 
us. 
 
(NIV) - The Spirit himself testifies with our spirit that we are God's children.  Now if we 
are children, then we are heirs--heirs of God and co-heirs with Christ, if indeed we share 
in his sufferings in order that we may also share in his glory.  I consider that our present 
sufferings are not worth comparing with the glory that will be revealed in us. 
 
(NLT) - For his Holy Spirit speaks to us deep in our hearts and tells us that we are God's 
children.  And since we are his children, we will share his treasures – for everything God 
gives to his Son, Christ, is ours, too. But if we are to share his glory, we must also share 
his suffering.  Yet what we suffer now is nothing compared to the glory he will give us 
later. 
 
(NRSV Catholic Edition) - It is that very Spirit bearing witness with our spirit that we 
are children of God, and if children, then heirs, heirs of God and joint heirs with Christ—
if, in fact, we suffer with him so that we may also be glorified with him.  I consider that 
the sufferings of this present time are not worth comparing with the glory about to be 
revealed to us. 
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Friday, Day 3 - When did the celebration of Lent begin? 
Scripture Reading: Acts 1:1-5 
 
(KJV) - The former treatise have I made, O Theophilus, of all that Jesus began both to do 
and teach,until the day in which he was taken up, after that he through the Holy Ghost 
had given commandments unto the apostles whom he had chosen: To whom also he 
shewed himself alive after his passion by many infallible proofs, being seen of them forty 
days, and speaking of the things pertaining to the kingdom of God: And, being assembled 
together with them, commanded them that they should not depart from Jerusalem, but 
wait for the promise of the Father, which, saith he, ye have heard of me. For John truly 
baptized with water; but ye shall be baptized with the Holy Ghost not many days hence. 
 
(NIV) - In my former book, Theophilus, I wrote about all that Jesus began to do and to 
teach until the day he was taken up to heaven, after giving instructions through the Holy 
Spirit to the apostles he had chosen.  After his suffering, he showed himself to these men 
and gave many convincing proofs that he was alive. He appeared to them over a period of 
forty days and spoke about the kingdom of God.  On one occasion, while he was eating 
with them, he gave them this command: "Do not leave Jerusalem, but wait for the gift my 
Father promised, which you have heard me speak about.  For John baptized with water, 
but in a few days you will be baptized with the Holy Spirit." 
 
(NLT) - Dear Theophilus: In my first book I told you about everything Jesus began to do 
and teach until the day he ascended to heaven after giving his chosen apostles further 
instructions from the Holy Spirit.  During the forty days after his crucifixion, he appeared 
to the apostles from time to time and proved to them in many ways that he was actually 
alive. On these occasions he talked to them about the Kingdom of God.  In one of these 
meetings as he was eating a meal with them, he told them, "Do not leave Jerusalem until 
the Father sends you what he promised. Remember, I have told you about this before.  
John baptized with water, but in just a few days you will be baptized with the Holy 
Spirit." 
 
(NRSV Catholic Edition) - In the first book, Theophilus, I wrote about all that Jesus did 
and taught from the beginning until the day when he was taken up to heaven, after giving 
instructions through the Holy Spirit to the apostles whom he had chosen.  After his 
suffering he presented himself alive to them by many convincing proofs, appearing to 
them during forty days and speaking about the kingdom of God.  While staying with 
them, he ordered them not to leave Jerusalem, but to wait there for the promise of the 
Father. "This," he said, "is what you have heard from me; for John baptized with water, 
but you will be baptized with the Holy Spirit not many days from now." 
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Saturday, Day 4 - When is Easter? 
Scripture Reading: Psalm 148:1-5 
 
(KJV) - Praise ye the LORD. Praise ye the LORD from the heavens: praise him in the 
heights. Praise ye him, all his angels: praise ye him, all his hosts. Praise ye him, sun and 
moon: praise him, all ye stars of light.  Praise him, ye heavens of heavens, and ye waters 
that be above the heavens. Let them praise the name of the LORD: for he commanded, 
and they were created. 
 
(NIV) - Praise the Lord.  Praise him, all his angels, praise him, all his heavenly hosts.  
Praise him, sun and moon, praise him, all you shining stars.  Praise him, you highest 
heavens and you waters above the skies.  Let them praise the name of the Lord, for he 
commanded and they were created. 
 
(NLT) - Praise the LORD! Praise the LORD from the heavens! Praise him from the 
skies!  Praise him, all his angels! Praise him, all the armies of heaven!  Praise him, sun 
and moon! Praise him, all you twinkling stars!  Praise him, skies above! Praise him, 
vapors high above the clouds!  Let every created thing give praise to the LORD, for he 
issued his command, and they came into being. 
 
(NRSV Catholic Edition) - Praise the Lord! Praise the Lord from the heavens; praise 
him in the heights!  Praise him, all his angels; praise him, all his host!  Praise him, sun 
and moon; praise him, all you shining stars!  Praise him, you highest heavens, and you 
waters above the heavens!  Let them praise the name of the Lord, for he commanded and 
they were created. 
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Sunday, Day 5 - Where did Easter get its name? 
Scripture Reading: Exodus 12:14-17 
 
(KJV) - And this day shall be unto you for a memorial; and ye shall keep it a feast to the 
LORD throughout your generations; ye shall keep it a feast by an ordinance for ever.  
Seven days shall ye eat unleavened bread; even the first day ye shall put away leaven out 
of your houses: for whosoever eateth leavened bread from the first day until the seventh 
day, that soul shall be cut off from Israel. And in the first day there shall be an holy 
convocation, and in the seventh day there shall be an holy convocation to you; no manner 
of work shall be done in them, save that which every man must eat, that only may be 
done of you. And ye shall observe the feast of unleavened bread; for in this selfsame day 
have I brought your armies out of the land of Egypt: therefore shall ye observe this day in 
your generations by an ordinance for ever. 
 
(NIV) - This is a day you are to commemorate; for the generations to come you shall 
celebrate it as a festival to the Lord--a lasting ordinance.  For seven days you are to eat 
bread made without yeast. On the first day remove the yeast from your houses, for 
whoever eats anything with yeast in it from the first day through the seventh must be cut 
off from Israel.  On the first day hold a sacred assembly, and another one on the seventh 
day. Do no work at all on these days, except to prepare food for everyone to eat--that is 
all you may do.  "Celebrate the Feast of Unleavened Bread, because it was on this very 
day that I brought your divisions out of Egypt. Celebrate this day as a lasting ordinance 
for the generations to come.” 
 
(NLT) - "You must remember this day forever. Each year you will celebrate it as a 
special festival to the LORD.  For seven days, you may eat only bread made without 
yeast. On the very first day you must remove every trace of yeast from your homes. 
Anyone who eats bread made with yeast at any time during the seven days of the festival 
will be cut off from the community of Israel.  On the first day of the festival, and again 
on the seventh day, all the people must gather for a time of special worship. No work of 
any kind may be done on these days except in the preparation of food.  "Celebrate this 
Festival of Unleavened Bread, for it will remind you that I brought your forces out of the 
land of Egypt on this very day. This festival will be a permanent regulation for you, to be 
kept from generation to generation.” 
 
(NRSV Catholic Edition) - This day shall be a day of remembrance for you. You shall 
celebrate it as a festival to the Lord; throughout your generations you shall observe it as a 
perpetual ordinance.  Seven days you shall eat unleavened bread; on the first day you 
shall remove leaven from your houses, for whoever eats leavened bread from the first day 
until the seventh day shall be cut off from Israel.  On the first day you shall hold a solemn 
assembly, and on the seventh day a solemn assembly; no work shall be done on those 
days; only what everyone must eat, that alone may be prepared by you.  You shall 
observe the festival of unleavened bread, for on this very day I brought your companies 
out of the land of Egypt: you shall observe this day throughout your generations as a 
perpetual ordinance. 
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Monday, Day 6 – Temptation 
Scripture Reading: Matthew 4:1-4 
 
(KJV) - Then was Jesus led up of the spirit into the wilderness to be tempted of the devil. 
And when he had fasted forty days and forty nights, he was afterward an hungred. And 
when the tempter came to him, he said, If thou be the Son of God, command that these 
stones be made bread. But he answered and said, It is written, Man shall not live by bread 
alone, but by every word that proceedeth out of the mouth of God. 
 
(NIV) - Then Jesus was led by the Spirit into the desert to be tempted by the devil.  After 
fasting forty days and forty nights, he was hungry.  The tempter came to him and said, "If 
you are the Son of God, tell these stones to become bread."  Jesus answered, "It is 
written: 'Man does not live on bread alone, but on every word that comes from the mouth 
of God.'" 
 
(NLT) - Then Jesus was led out into the wilderness by the Holy Spirit to be tempted there 
by the Devil.  For forty days and forty nights he ate nothing and became very hungry.  
Then the Devil came and said to him, "If you are the Son of God, change these stones 
into loaves of bread."  But Jesus told him, "No! The Scriptures say, 'People need more 
than bread for their life; they must feed on every word of God.' 
 
(NRSV Catholic Edition) - Then Jesus was led up by the Spirit into the wilderness to be 
tempted by the devil.  He fasted forty days and forty nights, and afterwards he was 
famished.  The tempter came and said to him, "If you are the Son of God, command these 
stones to become loaves of bread."  But he answered, "It is written, "One does not live by 
bread alone, but by every word that comes from the mouth of God.' " 
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Tuesday, Day 7 - The Comforter 
Scripture Reading: Ephesians 1:3, 13 
 
(KJV) - Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who hath blessed us 
with all spiritual blessings in heavenly places in Christ: In whom ye also trusted, after 
that ye heard the word of truth, the gospel of your salvation: in whom also after that ye 
believed, ye were sealed with that holy Spirit of promise. 
 
(NIV) - Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us in 
the heavenly realms with every spiritual blessing in Christ.  And you also were included 
in Christ when you heard the word of truth, the gospel of your salvation. Having 
believed, you were marked in him with a seal, the promised Holy Spirit. 
 
(NLT) - How we praise God, the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us 
with every spiritual blessing in the heavenly realms because we belong to Christ.  And 
now you also have heard the truth, the Good News that God saves you. And when you 
believed in Christ, he identified you as his own by giving you the Holy Spirit, whom he 
promised long ago. 
 
(NRSV Catholic Edition) - Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who 
has blessed us in Christ with every spiritual blessing in the heavenly places, In him you 
also, when you had heard the word of truth, the gospel of your salvation, and had 
believed in him, were marked with the seal of the promised Holy Spirit. 
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Wednesday, Day 7 – Forgiveness 
Scripture Reading: Psalm 51:1-3, 10-12 
 
(KJV) - Have mercy upon me, O God, according to thy lovingkindness: according unto 
the multitude of thy tender mercies blot out my transgressions. Wash me thoroughly from 
mine iniquity, and cleanse me from my sin. For I acknowledge my transgressions: and 
my sin is ever before me.  Create in me a clean heart, O God; and renew a right spirit 
within me. Cast me not away from thy presence; and take not thy Holy Spirit from me. 
Restore unto me the joy of thy salvation; and uphold me with thy free spirit. 
 
(NIV) - Have mercy on me, O God, according to your unfailing love; according to your 
great compassion blot out my transgressions.  Wash away all my iniquity and cleanse me 
from my sin.  For I know my transgressions, and my sin is always before me.  Create in 
me a pure heart, O God, and renew a steadfast spirit within me.  Do not cast me from 
your presence or take your Holy Spirit from me.  Restore to me the joy of your salvation 
and grant me a willing spirit, to sustain me. 
 
(NLT) - For the choir director: A psalm of David, regarding the time Nathan the prophet 
came to him after David had committed adultery with Bathsheba. Have mercy on me, O 
God, because of your unfailing love. Because of your great compassion, blot out the stain 
of my sins.  Wash me clean from my guilt. Purify me from my sin.  For I recognize my 
shameful deeds – they haunt me day and night.  Create in me a clean heart, O God. 
Renew a right spirit within me.  Do not banish me from your presence, and don't take 
your Holy Spirit from me.  Restore to me again the joy of your salvation, and make me 
willing to obey you. 
 
(NRSV Catholic Edition) - Have mercy on me, O God, according to your steadfast love; 
according to your abundant mercy blot out my transgressions.  Wash me thoroughly from 
my iniquity, and cleanse me from my sin.  For I know my transgressions, and my sin is 
ever before me.  Create in me a clean heart, O God, and put a new and right spirit within 
me.  Do not cast me away from your presence, and do not take your holy spirit from me.  
Restore to me the joy of your salvation, and sustain in me a willing spirit. 
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Thursday, Day 9 – As the Deer 
Scripture Reading: Psalm 42:1-5 
 
(KJV) - As the hart panteth after the water brooks, so panteth my soul after thee, O God. 
My soul thirsteth for God, for the living God: when shall I come and appear before God? 
My tears have been my meat day and night, while they continually say unto me, Where is 
thy God? When I remember these things, I pour out my soul in me: for I had gone with 
the multitude, I went with them to the house of God, with the voice of joy and praise, 
with a multitude that kept holyday.  Why art thou cast down, O my soul? and why art 
thou disquieted in me?   Hope thou in God: for I shall yet praise him for the help of his 
countenance. 
 
(NIV) - As the deer pants for streams of water, so my soul pants for you, O God.  My 
soul thirsts for God, for the living God. When can I go and meet with God?  My tears 
have been my food day and night, while men say to me all day long, "Where is your 
God?"  These things I remember as I pour out my soul: how I used to go with the 
multitude, leading the procession to the house of God, with shouts of joy and 
thanksgiving among the festive throng.  Why are you downcast, O my soul? Why so 
disturbed within me? Put your hope in God, for I will yet praise him, my Savior and my 
God. 
 
(NLT) - For the choir director: A psalm of the descendants of Korah. As the deer pants 
for streams of water, so I long for you, O God. I thirst for God, the living God. When can 
I come and stand before him?  Day and night, I have only tears for food, while my 
enemies continually taunt me, saying, "Where is this God of yours?"  My heart is 
breaking as I remember how it used to be: I walked among the crowds of worshipers, 
leading a great procession to the house of God, singing for joy and giving thanks – it was 
the sound of a great celebration!   Why am I discouraged? Why so sad? I will put my 
hope in God! I will praise him again – my Savior and my God! 
 
(NRSV Catholic Edition) - As a deer longs for flowing streams, so my soul longs for 
you, O God.  My soul thirsts for God, for the living God. When shall I come and behold 
the face of God?  My tears have been my food day and night, while people say to me 
continually, "Where is your God?"   These things I remember, as I pour out my soul: how 
I went with the throng, and led them in procession to the house of God, with glad shouts 
and songs of thanksgiving, a multitude keeping festival.  Why are you cast down, O my 
soul, and why are you disquieted within me? Hope in God; for I shall again praise him, 
my help and my God. 
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Friday, Day 10 – The Color Purple 
Scripture Reading: John 19:1-6 
 
(KJV) - Then Pilate therefore took Jesus, and scourged him.  And the soldiers platted a 
crown of thorns, and put it on his head, and they put on him a purple robe, And said, Hail, 
King of the Jews!  And they smote him with their hands.  Pilate therefore went forth 
again, and saith unto them, Behold, I bring him forth to you, that ye may know that I find 
no fault in him.  Then came Jesus forth, wearing the crown of thorns, and the purple robe. 
And Pilate saith unto them, Behold the man! When the chief priests therefore and officers 
saw him, they cried out, saying, Crucify him, crucify him. Pilate saith unto them, Take ye 
him, and crucify him: for I find no fault in him. 
 
(NIV) - Then Pilate took Jesus and had him flogged.  The soldiers twisted together a 
crown of thorns and put it on his head. They clothed him in a purple robe and went up to 
him again and again, saying, "Hail, king of the Jews!" And they struck him in the face.  
Once more Pilate came out and said to the Jews, "Look, I am bringing him out to you to 
let you know that I find no basis for a charge against him."  When Jesus came out 
wearing the crown of thorns and the purple robe, Pilate said to them, "Here is the man!"  
As soon as the chief priests and their officials saw him, they shouted, "Crucify! Crucify!" 
But Pilate answered, "You take him and crucify him. As for me, I find no basis for a 
charge against him." 
 
(NLT) - Then Pilate had Jesus flogged with a lead-tipped whip.  The soldiers made a 
crown of long, sharp thorns and put it on his head, and they put a royal purple robe on 
him.  "Hail! King of the Jews!" they mocked, and they hit him with their fists.  Pilate 
went outside again and said to the people, "I am going to bring him out to you now, but 
understand clearly that I find him not guilty."  Then Jesus came out wearing the crown of 
thorns and the purple robe. And Pilate said, "Here is the man!"  When they saw him, the 
leading priests and Temple guards began shouting, "Crucify! Crucify!" "You crucify 
him," Pilate said. "I find him not guilty." 
 
(NRSV Catholic Edition) - Then Pilate took Jesus and had him flogged.  And the 
soldiers wove a crown of thorns and put it on his head, and they dressed him in a purple 
robe.  They kept coming up to him, saying, "Hail, King of the Jews!" and striking him on 
the face.  Pilate went out again and said to them, "Look, I am bringing him out to you to 
let you know that I find no case against him."  So Jesus came out, wearing the crown of 
thorns and the purple robe. Pilate said to them, "Here is the man!"  When the chief priests 
and the police saw him, they shouted, "Crucify him! Crucify him!" Pilate said to them, 
"Take him yourselves and crucify him; I find no case against him." 
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Saturday, Day 11 – The Good Shepherd 
Scripture Reading: John 10:14-18 
 
(KJV) - I am the good shepherd, and know my sheep, and am known of mine.  As the 
Father knoweth me, even so know I the Father: and I lay down my life for the sheep.  
And other sheep I have, which are not of this fold: them also I must bring, and they shall 
hear my voice; and there shall be one fold, and one shepherd.  Therefore doth my Father 
love me, because I lay down my life, that I might take it again.  No man taketh it from 
me, but I lay it down of myself. I have power to lay it down, and I have power to take it 
again. This commandment have I received of my Father. 
 
(NIV) - "I am the good shepherd; I know my sheep and my sheep know me--just as the 
Father knows me and I know the Father--and I lay down my life for the sheep.  I have 
other sheep that are not of this sheep pen. I must bring them also. They too will listen to 
my voice, and there shall be one flock and one shepherd.  The reason my Father loves me 
is that I lay down my life--only to take it up again.  No one takes it from me, but I lay it 
down of my own accord. I have authority to lay it down and authority to take it up again. 
This command I received from my Father." 
 
(NLT) - "I am the good shepherd; I know my own sheep, and they know me, just as my 
Father knows me and I know the Father. And I lay down my life for the sheep.  I have 
other sheep, too, that are not in this sheepfold. I must bring them also, and they will listen 
to my voice; and there will be one flock with one shepherd.  "The Father loves me 
because I lay down my life that I may have it back again.  No one can take my life from 
me. I lay down my life voluntarily. For I have the right to lay it down when I want to and 
also the power to take it again. For my Father has given me this command." 
 
(NRSV Catholic Edition) - I am the good shepherd. I know my own and my own know 
me, just as the Father knows me and I know the Father. And I lay down my life for the 
sheep.  I have other sheep that do not belong to this fold. I must bring them also, and they 
will listen to my voice. So there will be one flock, one shepherd.  For this reason the 
Father loves me, because I lay down my life in order to take it up again.  No one takes it 
from me, but I lay it down of my own accord. I have power to lay it down, and I have 
power to take it up again. I have received this command from my Father." 
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Sunday, Day 12 – The Velveteen Rabbit 
Scripture Reading: Genesis 1:26-27 
 
(KJV) - And God said, Let us make man in our image, after our likeness: and let them 
have dominion over the fish of the sea, and over the fowl of the air, and over the cattle, 
and over all the earth, and over every creeping thing that creepeth upon the earth.  So 
God created man in his own image, in the image of God created he him; male and female 
created he them.   
 
(NIV) - Then God said, "Let us make man in our image, in our likeness, and let them rule 
over the fish of the sea and the birds of the air, over the livestock, over all the earth, and 
over all the creatures that move along the ground."  So God created man in his own 
image, in the image of God he created him; male and female he created them. 
 
(NLT) - Then God said, "Let us make people in our image, to be like ourselves. They 
will be masters over all life – the fish in the sea, the birds in the sky, and all the livestock, 
wild animals, and small animals."  So God created people in his own image; God 
patterned them after himself; male and female he created them. 
 
(NRSV Catholic Edition) - Then God said, "Let us make humankind in our image, 
according to our likeness; and let them have dominion over the fish of the sea, and over 
the birds of the air, and over the cattle, and over all the wild animals of the earth, and 
over every creeping thing that creeps upon the earth."  So God created humankind in his 
image, in the image of God he created them; male and female he created them. 
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Monday, Day 13 - Butterflies 
Scripture Reading: Romans 12:1-2 
 
(KJV) - I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, that ye present your 
bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable unto God, which is your reasonable service.  
And be not conformed to this world: but be ye transformed by the renewing of your 
mind, that ye may prove what is that good, and acceptable, and perfect, will of God. 
 
(NIV) - Therefore, I urge you, brothers, in view of God's mercy, to offer your bodies as 
living sacrifices, holy and pleasing to God--this is your spiritual act of worship.  Do not 
conform any longer to the pattern of this world, but be transformed by the renewing of 
your mind. Then you will be able to test and approve what God's will is--his good, 
pleasing and perfect will. 
 
(NLT) - And so, dear brothers and sisters, I plead with you to give your bodies to God. 
Let them be a living and holy sacrifice – the kind he will accept. When you think of what 
he has done for you, is this too much to ask?  Don't copy the behavior and customs of this 
world, but let God transform you into a new person by changing the way you think. Then 
you will know what God wants you to do, and you will know how good and pleasing and 
perfect his will really is. 
 
(NRSV Catholic Edition) - I appeal to you therefore, brothers and sisters, by the mercies 
of God, to present your bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and acceptable to God, which is 
your spiritual worship.  Do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the 
renewing of your minds, so that you may discern what is the will of God—what is good 
and acceptable and perfect. 
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Tuesday, Day 14 – Easter Lilies 
Scripture Reading: Matthew 6:25-30 
 
(KJV) - Therefore I say unto you, Take no thought for your life, what ye shall eat, or 
what ye shall drink; nor yet for your body, what ye shall put on. Is not the life more than 
meat, and the body than raiment?  Behold the fowls of the air: for they sow not, neither 
do they reap, nor gather into barns; yet your heavenly Father feedeth them. Are ye not 
much better than they?  Which of you by taking thought can add one cubit unto his 
stature? And why take ye thought for raiment? Consider the lilies of the field, how they 
grow; they toil not, neither do they spin: And yet I say unto you, That even Solomon in 
all his glory was not arrayed like one of these.  Wherefore, if God so clothe the grass of 
the field, which to day is, and tomorrow is cast into the oven, shall he not much more 
clothe you, O ye of little faith? 
 
(NIV) - "Therefore I tell you, do not worry about your life, what you will eat or drink; or 
about your body, what you will wear. Is not life more important than food, and the body 
more important than clothes?  Look at the birds of the air; they do not sow or reap or 
store away in barns, and yet your heavenly Father feeds them. Are you not much more 
valuable than they?  Who of you by worrying can add a single hour to his life?  "And 
why do you worry about clothes? See how the lilies of the field grow. They do not labor 
or spin.  Yet I tell you that not even Solomon in all his splendor was dressed like one of 
these.  If that is how God clothes the grass of the field, which is here today and tomorrow 
is thrown into the fire, will he not much more clothe you, O you of little faith?” 
 
(NLT) - "So I tell you, don't worry about everyday life – whether you have enough food, 
drink, and clothes. Doesn't life consist of more than food and clothing?  Look at the birds. 
They don't need to plant or harvest or put food in barns because your heavenly Father 
feeds them. And you are far more valuable to him than they are.  Can all your worries add 
a single moment to your life? Of course not.  "And why worry about your clothes? Look 
at the lilies and how they grow. They don't work or make their clothing, yet Solomon in 
all his glory was not dressed as beautifully as they are.  And if God cares so wonderfully 
for flowers that are here today and gone tomorrow, won't he more surely care for you? 
You have so little faith!” 
 
(NRSV Catholic Edition) - "Therefore I tell you, do not worry about your life, what you 
will eat or what you will drink, or about your body, what you will wear. Is not life more 
than food, and the body more than clothing?  Look at the birds of the air; they neither 
sow nor reap nor gather into barns, and yet your heavenly Father feeds them. Are you not 
of more value than they?  And can any of you by worrying add a single hour to your span 
of life?  And why do you worry about clothing? Consider the lilies of the field, how they 
grow; they neither toil nor spin, yet I tell you, even Solomon in all his glory was not 
clothed like one of these.  But if God so clothes the grass of the field, which is alive today 
and tomorrow is thrown into the oven, will he not much more clothe you—you of little 
faith? 
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Wednesday, Day 15 – Easter Eggs 
Scripture Reading: John 4:46-50 
 
(KJV) - So Jesus came again into Cana of Galilee, where he made the water wine. And 
there was a certain nobleman, whose son was sick at Capernaum.  When he heard that 
Jesus was come out of Judaea into Galilee, he went unto him, and besought him that he 
would come down, and heal his son: for he was at the point of death.  Then said Jesus 
unto him, Except ye see signs and wonders, ye will not believe.  The nobleman saith unto 
him, Sir, come down ere my child die.  Jesus saith unto him, Go thy way; thy son liveth. 
And the man believed the word that Jesus had spoken unto him, and he went his way. 
 
(NIV) - Once more he visited Cana in Galilee, where he had turned the water into wine. 
And there was a certain royal official whose son lay sick at Capernaum.  When this man 
heard that Jesus had arrived in Galilee from Judea, he went to him and begged him to 
come and heal his son, who was close to death.  "Unless you people see miraculous signs 
and wonders," Jesus told him, "you will never believe."  The royal official said, "Sir, 
come down before my child dies."  Jesus replied, "You may go. Your son will live." The 
man took Jesus at his word and departed. 
 
(NLT) - In the course of his journey through Galilee, he arrived at the town of Cana, 
where he had turned the water into wine. There was a government official in the city of 
Capernaum whose son was very sick.  When he heard that Jesus had come from Judea 
and was traveling in Galilee, he went over to Cana. He found Jesus and begged him to 
come to Capernaum with him to heal his son, who was about to die.  Jesus asked, "Must I 
do miraculous signs and wonders before you people will believe in me?"  The official 
pleaded, "Lord, please come now before my little boy dies."  Then Jesus told him, "Go 
back home. Your son will live!" And the man believed Jesus' word and started home. 
 
(NRSV Catholic Edition) - Then he came again to Cana in Galilee where he had 
changed the water into wine. Now there was a royal official whose son lay ill in 
Capernaum.  When he heard that Jesus had come from Judea to Galilee, he went and 
begged him to come down and heal his son, for he was at the point of death.  Then Jesus 
said to him, "Unless you see signs and wonders you will not believe."  The official said to 
him, "Sir, come down before my little boy dies."  Jesus said to him, "Go; your son will 
live." The man believed the word that Jesus spoke to him and started on his way.
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Thursday, Day 16 – Easter Bonnets 
Scripture Reading: James 4:5-10 
 
(KJV) - Do ye think that the scripture saith in vain, The spirit that dwelleth in us lusteth 
to envy? But he giveth more grace. Wherefore he saith, God resisteth the proud, but 
giveth grace unto the humble.  Submit yourselves therefore to God. Resist the devil, and 
he will flee from you.  Draw nigh to God, and he will draw nigh to you. Cleanse your 
hands, ye sinners; and purify your hearts, ye double minded.  Be afflicted, and mourn, 
and weep: let your laughter be turned to mourning, and your joy to heaviness.  Humble 
yourselves in the sight of the Lord, and he shall lift you up. 
 
(NIV) - Or do you think Scripture says without reason that the spirit he caused to live in 
us envies intensely?  But he gives us more grace. That is why Scripture says: "God 
opposes the proud but gives grace to the humble."  Submit yourselves, then, to God. 
Resist the devil, and he will flee from you.  Come near to God and he will come near to 
you. Wash your hands, you sinners, and purify your hearts, you double-minded.   Grieve, 
mourn and wail. Change your laughter to mourning and your joy to gloom.  Humble 
yourselves before the Lord, and he will lift you up. 
 
(NLT) - What do you think the Scriptures mean when they say that the Holy Spirit, 
whom God has placed within us, jealously longs for us to be faithful?  He gives us more 
and more strength to stand against such evil desires. As the Scriptures say, "God sets 
himself against the proud, but he shows favor to the humble."  So humble yourselves 
before God. Resist the Devil, and he will flee from you.  Draw close to God, and God 
will draw close to you. Wash your hands, you sinners; purify your hearts, you hypocrites.  
Let there be tears for the wrong things you have done. Let there be sorrow and deep grief. 
Let there be sadness instead of laughter, and gloom instead of joy.  When you bow down 
before the Lord and admit your dependence on him, he will lift you up and give you 
honor. 
 
(NRSV Catholic Edition) - Or do you suppose that it is for nothing that the scripture 
says, "God yearns jealously for the spirit that he has made to dwell in us"?  But he gives 
all the more grace; therefore it says, "God opposes the proud, but gives grace to the 
humble."  Submit yourselves therefore to God. Resist the devil, and he will flee from you.  
Draw near to God, and he will draw near to you. Cleanse your hands, you sinners, and 
purify your hearts, you double-minded.  Lament and mourn and weep. Let your laughter 
be turned into mourning and your joy into dejection.  Humble yourselves before the Lord, 
and he will exalt you. 
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Friday, Day 17 - Pretzels 
Scripture Reading: Matthew 5:13-16 
 
(KJV) - Ye are the salt of the earth: but if the salt have lost his savor, wherewith shall it 
be salted? It is thenceforth good for nothing, but to be cast out, and to be trodden under 
foot of men. Ye are the light of the world. A city that is set on an hill cannot be hid.  
Neither do men light a candle, and put it under a bushel, but on a candlestick; and it 
giveth light unto all that are in the house.  Let your light so shine before men, that they 
may see your good works, and glorify your Father which is in heaven. 
 
(NIV) - "You are the salt of the earth. But if the salt loses its saltiness, how can it be 
made salty again? It is no longer good for anything, except to be thrown out and trampled 
by men.  "You are the light of the world. A city on a hill cannot be hidden.  Neither do 
people light a lamp and put it under a bowl. Instead they put it on its stand, and it gives 
light to everyone in the house.  In the same way, let your light shine before men, that they 
may see your good deeds and praise your Father in heaven.” 
 
(NLT) - "You are the salt of the earth. But what good is salt if it has lost its flavor? Can 
you make it useful again? It will be thrown out and trampled underfoot as worthless.  
You are the light of the world – like a city on a mountain, glowing in the night for all to 
see.  Don't hide your light under a basket! Instead, put it on a stand and let it shine for all.  
In the same way, let your good deeds shine out for all to see, so that everyone will praise 
your heavenly Father.” 
 
(NRSV Catholic Edition) - "You are the salt of the earth; but if salt has lost its taste, 
how can its saltiness be restored? It is no longer good for anything, but is thrown out and 
trampled under foot.  "You are the light of the world. A city built on a hill cannot be hid.  
No one after lighting a lamp puts it under the bushel basket, but on the lampstand, and it 
gives light to all in the house.  In the same way, let your light shine before others, so that 
they may see your good works and give glory to your Father in heaven.” 
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Saturday, Day 18 – Easter Parades 
Scripture Reading: Mark 11:7-10 
 
(KJV) - And they brought the colt to Jesus, and cast their garments on him; and he sat 
upon him.  And many spread their garments in the way: and others cut down branches off 
the trees, and strawed them in the way.  And they that went before, and they that 
followed, cried, saying, Hosanna; Blessed is he that cometh in the name of the Lord: 
Blessed be the kingdom of our father David, that cometh in the name of the Lord: 
Hosanna in the highest. 
 
(NIV) - When they brought the colt to Jesus and threw their cloaks over it, he sat on it.  
Many people spread their cloaks on the road, while others spread branches they had cut in 
the fields.  Those who went ahead and those who followed shouted, "Hosanna!" "Blessed 
is he who comes in the name of the Lord!"  "Blessed is the coming kingdom of our father 
David!" "Hosanna in the highest!" 
 
(NLT) - Then they brought the colt to Jesus and threw their garments over it, and he sat 
on it.  Many in the crowd spread their coats on the road ahead of Jesus, and others cut 
leafy branches in the fields and spread them along the way.  He was in the center of the 
procession, and the crowds all around him were shouting, "Praise God!  Bless the one 
who comes in the name of the Lord!  Bless the coming kingdom of our ancestor David! 
Praise God in highest heaven!" 
 
(NRSV Catholic Edition) - Then they brought the colt to Jesus and threw their cloaks on 
it; and he sat on it.  Many people spread their cloaks on the road, and others spread leafy 
branches that they had cut in the fields.  Then those who went ahead and those who 
followed were shouting, "Hosanna! Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the 
Lord! 
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Sunday, Day 19 – Easter Around the World 
Scripture Reading: Matthew 28:16-20 
 
(KJV) - Then the eleven disciples went away into Galilee, into a mountain where Jesus 
had appointed them.  And when they saw him, they worshipped him: but some doubted.  
And Jesus came and spake unto them, saying, All power is given unto me in heaven and 
in earth.  Go ye therefore, and teach all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father, 
and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost: Teaching them to observe all things whatsoever I 
have commanded you: and, lo, I am with you alway, even unto the end of the world. 
Amen. 
 
(NIV) - Then the eleven disciples went to Galilee, to the mountain where Jesus had told 
them to go.  When they saw him, they worshiped him; but some doubted.  Then Jesus 
came to them and said, "All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me.  
Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father 
and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey everything I have 
commanded you. And surely I am with you always, to the very end of the age." 
 
(NLT) - Then the eleven disciples left for Galilee, going to the mountain where Jesus had 
told them to go.  When they saw him, they worshiped him – but some of them still 
doubted!  Jesus came and told his disciples, "I have been given complete authority in 
heaven and on earth.  Therefore, go and make disciples of all the nations, baptizing them 
in the name of the Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit.  Teach these new disciples to 
obey all the commands I have given you. And be sure of this: I am with you always, even 
to the end of the age." 
 
(NRSV Catholic Edition) - Now the eleven disciples went to Galilee, to the mountain to 
which Jesus had directed them.  When they saw him, they worshiped him; but some 
doubted.  And Jesus came and said to them, "All authority in heaven and on earth has 
been given to me.  Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the 
name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey 
everything that I have commanded you. And remember, I am with you always, to the end 
of the age." 
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Monday, Day 20 – The Praying Hands 
Scripture Reading: John 15:9-13 
 
(KJV) - As the Father hath loved me, so have I loved you: continue ye in my love.  If ye 
keep my commandments, ye shall abide in my love; even as I have kept my Father’s 
commandments, and abide in his love.  These things have I spoken unto you, that my joy 
might remain in you, and that your joy might be full.  This is my commandment, That ye 
love one another, as I have loved you.  Greater love hath no man than this, that a man lay 
down his life for his friends. 
 
(NIV) - "As the Father has loved me, so have I loved you. Now remain in my love.  If 
you obey my commands, you will remain in my love, just as I have obeyed my Father's 
commands and remain in his love.  I have told you this so that my joy may be in you and 
that your joy may be complete.  My command is this: Love each other as I have loved 
you.  Greater love has no one than this, that he lay down his life for his friends.” 
 
(NLT) - "I have loved you even as the Father has loved me. Remain in my love.  When 
you obey me, you remain in my love, just as I obey my Father and remain in his love.  I 
have told you this so that you will be filled with my joy. Yes, your joy will overflow!  I 
command you to love each other in the same way that I love you.  And here is how to 
measure it – the greatest love is shown when people lay down their lives for their 
friends.” 
 
(NRSV Catholic Edition) - As the Father has loved me, so I have loved you; abide in my 
love.  If you keep my commandments, you will abide in my love, just as I have kept my 
Father's commandments and abide in his love.  I have said these things to you so that my 
joy may be in you, and that your joy may be complete.  "This is my commandment, that 
you love one another as I have loved you.  No one has greater love than this, to lay down 
one's life for one's friends.” 
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Tuesday, Day 21 – Pilgrim’s Progress 
Scripture Reading: 1 Peter 5:6-7 
 
(KJV) - Humble yourselves therefore under the mighty hand of God, that he may exalt 
you in due time: casting all your care upon him; for he careth for you. 
 
(NIV) - Humble yourselves, therefore, under God's mighty hand, that he may lift you up 
in due time.  Cast all your anxiety on him because he cares for you. 
 
(NLT) - So humble yourselves under the mighty power of God, and in his good time he 
will honor you.  Give all your worries and cares to God, for he cares about what happens 
to you. 
 
(NRSV Catholic Edition) - Humble yourselves therefore under the mighty hand of God, 
so that he may exalt you in due time.  Cast all your anxiety on him, because he cares for 
you. 
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Wednesday, Day 22 - Brunelleschi’s Dome 
Scripture Reading: Hebrews 12:1-2 
 
(KJV) - Wherefore seeing we also are compassed about with so great a cloud of 
witnesses, let us lay aside every weight, and the sin which doth so easily beset us, and let 
us run with patience the race that is set before us, looking unto Jesus the author and 
finisher of our faith; who for the joy that was set before him endured the cross, despising 
the shame, and is set down at the right hand of the throne of God. 
 
(NIV) - Therefore, since we are surrounded by such a great cloud of witnesses, let us 
throw off everything that hinders and the sin that so easily entangles, and let us run with 
perseverance the race marked out for us.  Let us fix our eyes on Jesus, the author and 
perfecter of our faith, who for the joy set before him endured the cross, scorning its 
shame, and sat down at the right hand of the throne of God. 
 
(NLT) - Therefore, since we are surrounded by such a huge crowd of witnesses to the life 
of faith, let us strip off every weight that slows us down, especially the sin that so easily 
hinders our progress. And let us run with endurance the race that God has set before us.  
We do this by keeping our eyes on Jesus, on whom our faith depends from start to finish. 
He was willing to die a shameful death on the cross because of the joy he knew would be 
his afterward. Now he is seated in the place of highest honor beside God's throne in 
heaven. 
 
(NRSV Catholic Edition) - Therefore, since we are surrounded by so great a cloud of 
witnesses, let us also lay aside every weight and the sin that clings so closely, and let us 
run with perseverance the race that is set before us, looking to Jesus the pioneer and 
perfecter of our faith, who for the sake of the joy that was set before him endured the 
cross, disregarding its shame, and has taken his seat at the right hand of the throne of 
God. 
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Thursday, Day 23 - Rembrandt 
Scripture Reading: Romans 1:16-17 
 
(KJV) - For I am not ashamed of the gospel of Christ: for it is the power of God unto 
salvation to every one that believeth; to the Jew first, and also to the Greek.  For therein is 
the righteousness of God revealed from faith to faith: as it is written, The just shall live 
by faith. 
 
(NIV) - I am not ashamed of the gospel, because it is the power of God for the salvation 
of everyone who believes: first for the Jew, then for the Gentile.  For in the gospel a 
righteousness from God is revealed, a righteousness that is by faith from first to last, just 
as it is written: "The righteous will live by faith." 
 
(NLT) - For I am not ashamed of this Good News about Christ. It is the power of God at 
work, saving everyone who believes – Jews first and also Gentiles.  This Good News tells 
us how God makes us right in his sight. This is accomplished from start to finish by faith. 
As the Scriptures say, "It is through faith that a righteous person has life." 
 
(NRSV Catholic Edition) - or I am not ashamed of the gospel; it is the power of God for 
salvation to everyone who has faith, to the Jew first and also to the Greek.  For in it the 
righteousness of God is revealed through faith for faith; as it is written, "The one who is 
righteous will live by faith." 
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Friday, Day 24– A Ballad of Trees and the Master 
Scripture Reading: Matthew 11:28-30 
 
(KJV) - Come unto me, all ye that labor and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest.  
Take my yoke upon you, and learn of me; for I am meek and lowly in heart: and ye shall 
find rest unto your souls.  For my yoke is easy, and my burden is light. 
 
(NIV) - "Come to me, all you who are weary and burdened, and I will give you rest.  
Take my yoke upon you and learn from me, for I am gentle and humble in heart, and you 
will find rest for your souls.  For my yoke is easy and my burden is light." 
 
(NLT) - Then Jesus said, "Come to me, all of you who are weary and carry heavy 
burdens, and I will give you rest.  Take my yoke upon you. Let me teach you, because I 
am humble and gentle, and you will find rest for your souls.  For my yoke fits perfectly, 
and the burden I give you is light." 
 
(NRSV Catholic Edition) - "Come to me, all you that are weary and are carrying heavy 
burdens, and I will give you rest.  Take my yoke upon you, and learn from me; for I am 
gentle and humble in heart, and you will find rest for your souls.  For my yoke is easy, 
and my burden is light." 
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Saturday, Day 25 - Footwashing 
Scripture Reading: John 13:3-9 
 
(KJV) - Jesus knowing that the Father had given all things into his hands, and that he was 
come from God, and went to God; He riseth from supper, and laid aside his garments; 
and took a towel, and girded himself.  After that he poureth water into a basin, and began 
to wash the disciples’ feet, and to wipe them with the towel wherewith he was girded.  
Then cometh he to Simon Peter: and Peter saith unto him, Lord, dost thou wash my feet?  
Jesus answered and said unto him, What I do thou knowest not now; but thou shalt know 
hereafter.  Peter saith unto him, Thou shalt never wash my feet. Jesus answered him, If I 
wash thee not, thou hast no part with me.  Simon Peter saith unto him, Lord, not my feet 
only, but also my hands and my head. 
 
(NIV) - Jesus knew that the Father had put all things under his power, and that he had 
come from God and was returning to God; so he got up from the meal, took off his outer 
clothing, and wrapped a towel around his waist.  After that, he poured water into a basin 
and began to wash his disciples' feet, drying them with the towel that was wrapped 
around him.  He came to Simon Peter, who said to him, "Lord, are you going to wash my 
feet?"  Jesus replied, "You do not realize now what I am doing, but later you will 
understand."  "No," said Peter, "you shall never wash my feet." Jesus answered, "Unless I 
wash you, you have no part with me."  "Then, Lord," Simon Peter replied, "not just my 
feet but my hands and my head as well!" 
 
(NLT) - Jesus knew that the Father had given him authority over everything and that he 
had come from God and would return to God.  So he got up from the table, took off his 
robe, wrapped a towel around his waist, and poured water into a basin. Then he began to 
wash the disciples' feet and to wipe them with the towel he had around him. When he 
came to Simon Peter, Peter said to him, "Lord, why are you going to wash my feet?" 
Jesus replied, "You don't understand now why I am doing it; someday you will."  "No," 
Peter protested, "you will never wash my feet!" Jesus replied, "But if I don't wash you, 
you won't belong to me."  Simon Peter exclaimed, "Then wash my hands and head as 
well, Lord, not just my feet!" 
 
(NRSV Catholic Edition) - Jesus, knowing that the Father had given all things into his 
hands, and that he had come from God and was going to God, got up from the table, took 
off his outer robe, and tied a towel around himself.  Then he poured water into a basin 
and began to wash the disciples' feet and to wipe them with the towel that was tied 
around him.  He came to Simon Peter, who said to him, "Lord, are you going to wash my 
feet?"  Jesus answered, "You do not know now what I am doing, but later you will 
understand."  Peter said to him, "You will never wash my feet." Jesus answered, "Unless 
I wash you, you have no share with me."  Simon Peter said to him, "Lord, not my feet 
only but also my hands and my head!" 
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Sunday, Day 26 – The Paschal Candle 
Scripture Reading: Revelation 1:8 
 
(KJV) - I am Alpha and Omega, the beginning and the ending, saith the Lord, which is, 
and which was, and which is to come, the Almighty. 
 
(NIV) - "I am the Alpha and the Omega," says the Lord God, "who is, and who was, and 
who is to come, the Almighty." 
 
(NLT) - "I am the Alpha and the Omega – the beginning and the end," says the Lord 
God. "I am the one who is, who always was, and who is still to come, the Almighty One." 
 
(NRSV Catholic Edition) - "I am the Alpha and the Omega," says the Lord God, who is 
and who was and who is to come, the Almighty. 
 



 27 

Monday, Day 27 - Pietà 
Scripture Reading: John 19:25-27 
 
(KJV) - Now there stood by the cross of Jesus his mother, and his mother’s sister, Mary 
the wife of Cleophas, and Mary Magdalene.  When Jesus therefore saw his mother, and 
the disciple standing by, whom he loved, he saith unto his mother, Woman, behold thy 
son! Then saith he to the disciple, Behold thy mother! And from that hour that disciple 
took her unto his own home. 
 
(NIV) - Near the cross of Jesus stood his mother, his mother's sister, Mary the wife of 
Clopas, and Mary Magdalene.  When Jesus saw his mother there, and the disciple whom 
he loved standing nearby, he said to his mother, "Dear woman, here is your son,"  and to 
the disciple, "Here is your mother." From that time on, this disciple took her into his 
home. 
 
(NLT) - Standing near the cross were Jesus' mother, and his mother's sister, Mary (the 
wife of Clopas), and Mary Magdalene.  When Jesus saw his mother standing there beside 
the disciple he loved, he said to her, "Woman, he is your son."  And he said to this 
disciple, "She is your mother." And from then on this disciple took her into his home. 
 
(NRSV Catholic Edition) - And that is what the soldiers did. Meanwhile, standing near 
the cross of Jesus were his mother, and his mother's sister, Mary the wife of Clopas, and 
Mary Magdalene.  When Jesus saw his mother and the disciple whom he loved standing 
beside her, he said to his mother, "Woman, here is your son."  Then he said to the 
disciple, "Here is your mother." And from that hour the disciple took her into his own 
home. 
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Tuesday, Day 28 - Nicodemus 
Scripture Reading: John 3:1-7 
 
(KJV) - There was a man of the Pharisees, named Nicodemus, a ruler of the Jews: The 
same came to Jesus by night, and said unto him, Rabbi, we know that thou art a teacher 
come from God: for no man can do these miracles that thou doest, except God be with 
him.  Jesus answered and said unto him, Verily, verily, I say unto thee, Except a man be 
born again, he cannot see the kingdom of God.  Nicodemus saith unto him, How can a 
man be born when he is old?  Can he enter the second time into his mother’s womb, and 
be born? Jesus answered, Verily, verily, I say unto thee, Except a man be born of water 
and of the Spirit, he cannot enter into the kingdom of God.  That which is born of the 
flesh is flesh; and that which is born of the Spirit is spirit.  Marvel not that I said unto 
thee, Ye must be born again. 
 
(NIV) - Now there was a man of the Pharisees named Nicodemus, a member of the 
Jewish ruling council.  He came to Jesus at night and said, "Rabbi, we know you are a 
teacher who has come from God. For no one could perform the miraculous signs you are 
doing if God were not with him."  In reply Jesus declared, "I tell you the truth, no one can 
see the kingdom of God unless he is born again."  "How can a man be born when he is 
old?" Nicodemus asked. "Surely he cannot enter a second time into his mother's womb to 
be born!"  Jesus answered, "I tell you the truth, no one can enter the kingdom of God 
unless he is born of water and the Spirit.  Flesh gives birth to flesh, but the Spirit gives 
birth to spirit.  You should not be surprised at my saying, 'You must be born again.'” 
 
(NLT) - After dark one evening, a Jewish religious leader named Nicodemus, a Pharisee, 
came to speak with Jesus. "Teacher," he said, "we all know that God has sent you to teach 
us. Your miraculous signs are proof enough that God is with you."  Jesus replied, "I 
assure you, unless you are born again, you can never see the Kingdom of God."  "What 
do you mean?" exclaimed Nicodemus. "How can an old man go back into his mother's 
womb and be born again?"  Jesus replied, "The truth is, no one can enter the Kingdom of 
God without being born of water and the Spirit.  Humans can reproduce only human life, 
but the Holy Spirit gives new life from heaven.  So don't be surprised at my statement 
that you must be born again.” 
 
(NRSV Catholic Edition) - Now there was a Pharisee named Nicodemus, a leader of the 
Jews.  He came to Jesus by night and said to him, "Rabbi, we know that you are a teacher 
who has come from God; for no one can do these signs that you do apart from the 
presence of God."  Jesus answered him, "Very truly, I tell you, no one can see the 
kingdom of God without being born from above."   Nicodemus said to him, "How can 
anyone be born after having grown old? Can one enter a second time into the mother's 
womb and be born?"  Jesus answered, "Very truly, I tell you, no one can enter the 
kingdom of God without being born of water and Spirit.  What is born of the flesh is 
flesh, and what is born of the Spirit is spirit.  Do not be astonished that I said to you, 
"You must be born from above.'” 
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Wednesday, Day 29 – Passion Plays 
Scripture Reading: 1 Corinthians 15:55-57 
 
(KJV) - O death, where is thy sting? O grave, where is thy victory?  The sting of death is 
sin; and the strength of sin is the law.  But thanks be to God, which giveth us the victory 
through our Lord Jesus Christ. 
 
(NIV) - "Where, O death, is your victory? Where, O death, is your sting?"  The sting of 
death is sin, and the power of sin is the law.  But thanks be to God! He gives us the 
victory through our Lord Jesus Christ. 
 
(NLT) - O death, where is your victory? O death, where is your sting?" For sin is the 
sting that results in death, and the law gives sin its power.  How we thank God, who gives 
us victory over sin and death through Jesus Christ our Lord! 
 
(NRSV Catholic Edition) - "Where, O death, is your victory? Where, O death, is your 
sting?"  The sting of death is sin, and the power of sin is the law.  But thanks be to God, 
who gives us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ. 
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Thursday, Day 30 – O Sacred Head, Now Wounded 
Scripture Reading: 2 Corinthians 4:5-6 
 
(KJV) - For we preach not ourselves, but Christ Jesus the Lord; and ourselves your 
servants for Jesus’ sake.  For God, who commanded the light to shine out of darkness, 
hath shined in our hearts, to give the light of the knowledge of the glory of God in the 
face of Jesus Christ.   
 
(NIV) - For we do not preach ourselves, but Jesus Christ as Lord, and ourselves as your 
servants for Jesus' sake.  For God, who said, "Let light shine out of darkness," made his 
light shine in our hearts to give us the light of the knowledge of the glory of God in the 
face of Christ. 
 
(NLT) - We don't go around preaching about ourselves; we preach Christ Jesus, the Lord. 
All we say about ourselves is that we are your servants because of what Jesus has done 
for us.  For God, who said, "Let there be light in the darkness," has made us understand 
that this light is the brightness of the glory of God that is seen in the face of Jesus Christ. 
 
(NRSV Catholic Edition) - For we do not proclaim ourselves; we proclaim Jesus Christ 
as Lord and ourselves as your slaves for Jesus' sake.  For it is the God who said, "Let 
light shine out of darkness," who has shone in our hearts to give the light of the 
knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ. 
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Friday, Day 31 - Ascension 
Scripture Reading: Acts 1:7-11 
 
(KJV) - And he said unto them, It is not for you to know the times or the seasons, which 
the Father hath put in his own power.  But ye shall receive power, after that the Holy 
Ghost is come upon you: and ye shall be witnesses unto me both in Jerusalem, and in all 
Judaea, and in Samaria, and unto the uttermost part of the earth.  And when he had 
spoken these things, while they beheld, he was taken up; and a cloud received him out of 
their sight.  And while they looked steadfastly toward heaven as he went up, behold, two 
men stood by them in white apparel; Which also said, Ye men of Galilee, why stand ye 
gazing up into heaven? This same Jesus, which is taken up from you into heaven, shall so 
come in like manner as ye have seen him go into heaven. 
 
(NIV) - He said to them: "It is not for you to know the times or dates the Father has set 
by his own authority.  But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on you; 
and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends 
of the earth."  After he said this, he was taken up before their very eyes, and a cloud hid 
him from their sight.  They were looking intently up into the sky as he was going, when 
suddenly two men dressed in white stood beside them.  "Men of Galilee," they said, "why 
do you stand here looking into the sky? This same Jesus, who has been taken from you 
into heaven, will come back in the same way you have seen him go into heaven." 
 
(NLT) - "The Father sets those dates," he replied, "and they are not for you to know.  But 
when the Holy Spirit has come upon you, you will receive power and will tell people 
about me everywhere – in Jerusalem, throughout Judea, in Samaria, and to the ends of the 
earth."  It was not long after he said this that he was taken up into the sky while they were 
watching, and he disappeared into a cloud.  As they were straining their eyes to see him, 
two white-robed men suddenly stood there among them.  They said, "Men of Galilee, 
why are you standing here staring at the sky? Jesus has been taken away from you into 
heaven. And someday, just as you saw him go, he will return!" 
 
(NRSV Catholic Edition) - He replied, "It is not for you to know the times or periods 
that the Father has set by his own authority.  But you will receive power when the Holy 
Spirit has come upon you; and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, in all Judea and 
Samaria, and to the ends of the earth."  When he had said this, as they were watching, he 
was lifted up, and a cloud took him out of their sight.  While he was going and they were 
gazing up toward heaven, suddenly two men in white robes stood by them.  They said, 
"Men of Galilee, why do you stand looking up toward heaven? This Jesus, who has been 
taken up from you into heaven, will come in the same way as you saw him go into 
heaven." 
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Saturday, Day 32 – Pilate’s Wife Dream 
Scripture Reading: Matthew 27:15-20 
 
(KJV) - Now at that feast the governor was wont to release unto the people a prisoner, 
whom they would.  And they had then a notable prisoner, called Barabbas.  Therefore 
when they were gathered together, Pilate said unto them, Whom will ye that I release 
unto you? Barabbas, or Jesus which is called Christ?  For he knew that for envy they had 
delivered him.   When he was set down on the judgment seat, his wife sent unto him, 
saying, Have thou nothing to do with that just man: for I have suffered many things this 
day in a dream because of him.  But the chief priests and elders persuaded the multitude 
that they should ask Barabbas, and destroy Jesus. 
 
(NIV) - Now it was the governor's custom at the Feast to release a prisoner chosen by the 
crowd.  At that time they had a notorious prisoner, called Barabbas.  So when the crowd 
had gathered, Pilate asked them, "Which one do you want me to release to you: Barabbas, 
or Jesus who is called Christ?"  For he knew it was out of envy that they had handed 
Jesus over to him.  While Pilate was sitting on the judge's seat, his wife sent him this 
message: "Don't have anything to do with that innocent man, for I have suffered a great 
deal today in a dream because of him."  But the chief priests and the elders persuaded the 
crowd to ask for Barabbas and to have Jesus executed. 
 
(NLT) - Now it was the governor's custom to release one prisoner to the crowd each year 
during the Passover celebration – anyone they wanted.  This year there was a notorious 
criminal in prison, a man named Barabbas.  As the crowds gathered before Pilate's house 
that morning, he asked them, "Which one do you want me to release to you – Barabbas, 
or Jesus who is called the Messiah?"  (He knew very well that the Jewish leaders had 
arrested Jesus out of envy.)  Just then, as Pilate was sitting on the judgment seat, his wife 
sent him this message: "Leave that innocent man alone, because I had a terrible 
nightmare about him last night."  Meanwhile, the leading priests and other leaders 
persuaded the crowds to ask for Barabbas to be released and for Jesus to be put to death. 
 
(NRSV Catholic Edition) - Now at the festival the governor was accustomed to release a 
prisoner for the crowd, anyone whom they wanted.  At that time they had a notorious 
prisoner, called Jesus Barabbas.  So after they had gathered, Pilate said to them, "Whom 
do you want me to release for you, Jesus Barabbas or Jesus who is called the Messiah?" 
For he realized that it was out of jealousy that they had handed him over.  While he was 
sitting on the judgment seat, his wife sent word to him, "Have nothing to do with that 
innocent man, for today I have suffered a great deal because of a dream about him."  Now 
the chief priests and the elders persuaded the crowds to ask for Barabbas and to have 
Jesus killed. 



 33 

Sunday, Day 33 – Crown Him with Many Crowns 
Scripture Reading: Revelation 19:11-12 
 
(KJV) - And I saw heaven opened, and behold a white horse; and he that sat upon him 
was called Faithful and True, and in righteousness he doth judge and make war.  His eyes 
were as a flame of fire, and on his head were many crowns; and he had a name written, 
that no man knew, but he himself. 
 
(NIV) - I saw heaven standing open and there before me was a white horse, whose rider 
is called Faithful and True. With justice he judges and makes war.  His eyes are like 
blazing fire, and on his head are many crowns. He has a name written on him that no one 
knows but he himself. 
 
(NLT) - Then I saw heaven opened, and a white horse was standing there. And the one 
sitting on the horse was named Faithful and True. For he judges fairly and then goes to 
war.  His eyes were bright like flames of fire, and on his head were many crowns. A 
name was written on him, and only he knew what it meant. 
 
(NRSV Catholic Edition) - Then I saw heaven opened, and there was a white horse! Its 
rider is called Faithful and True, and in righteousness he judges and makes war.  His eyes 
are like a flame of fire, and on his head are many diadems; and he has a name inscribed 
that no one knows but himself. 
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Monday, Day 34 – Pontius Pilate 
Scripture Reading: Matthew 27:11-14 
 
(KJV) - And Jesus stood before the governor: and the governor asked him, saying, Art 
thou the King of the Jews? And Jesus said unto him, Thou sayest.  And when he was 
accused of the chief priests and elders, he answered nothing.  Then said Pilate unto him, 
Hearest thou not how many things they witness against thee?  And he answered him to 
never a word; insomuch that the governor marvelled greatly. 
 
(NIV) - Meanwhile Jesus stood before the governor, and the governor asked him, "Are 
you the king of the Jews?" "Yes, it is as you say," Jesus replied.  When he was accused 
by the chief priests and the elders, he gave no answer.  Then Pilate asked him, "Don't you 
hear the testimony they are bringing against you?"  But Jesus made no reply, not even to 
a single charge--to the great amazement of the governor. 
 
(NLT) - Now Jesus was standing before Pilate, the Roman governor. "Are you the King 
of the Jews?" the governor asked him.Jesus replied, "Yes, it is as you say."  But when the 
leading priests and other leaders made their accusations against him, Jesus remained 
silent.  "Don't you hear their many charges against you?" Pilate demanded.  But Jesus 
said nothing, much to the governor's great surprise. 
 
(NRSV Catholic Edition) - Now Jesus stood before the governor; and the governor 
asked him, "Are you the King of the Jews?" Jesus said, "You say so."  But when he was 
accused by the chief priests and elders, he did not answer.  Then Pilate said to him, "Do 
you not hear how many accusations they make against you?"  But he gave him no 
answer, not even to a single charge, so that the governor was greatly amazed. 
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Tuesday, Day 35 - Barabbas 
Scripture Reading: Mark 15:7-11 
 
(KJV) - And there was one named Barabbas, which lay bound with them that had made 
insurrection with him, who had committed murder in the insurrection.  And the multitude 
crying aloud began to desire him to do as he had ever done unto them. But Pilate 
answered them, saying, Will ye that I release unto you the King of the Jews? For he knew 
that the chief priests had delivered him for envy.  But the chief priests moved the people, 
that he should rather release Barabbas unto them. 
 
(NIV) - A man called Barabbas was in prison with the insurrectionists who had 
committed murder in the uprising.  The crowd came up and asked Pilate to do for them 
what he usually did.  "Do you want me to release to you the king of the Jews?" asked 
Pilate, knowing it was out of envy that the chief priests had handed Jesus over to him.  
But the chief priests stirred up the crowd to have Pilate release Barabbas instead. 
 
(NLT) - One of the prisoners at that time was Barabbas, convicted along with others for 
murder during an insurrection.  The mob began to crowd in toward Pilate, asking him to 
release a prisoner as usual.  "Should I give you the King of the Jews?" Pilate asked.  (For 
he realized by now that the leading priests had arrested Jesus out of envy.)  But at this 
point the leading priests stirred up the mob to demand the release of Barabbas instead of 
Jesus. 
 
(NRSV Catholic Edition) - Now a man called Barabbas was in prison with the rebels 
who had committed murder during the insurrection.  So the crowd came and began to ask 
Pilate to do for them according to his custom.  Then he answered them, "Do you want me 
to release for you the King of the Jews?"  For he realized that it was out of jealousy that 
the chief priests had handed him over.  But the chief priests stirred up the crowd to have 
him release Barabbas for them instead. 
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Wednesday, Day 36 - Judas Iscariot and the Betrayal of Christ 
Scripture Reading: Matthew 26:47-50 
 
(KJV) - And while he yet spake, lo, Judas, one of the twelve, came, and with him a great 
multitude with swords and staves, from the chief priests and elders of the people.  Now 
he that betrayed him gave them a sign, saying, Whomsoever I shall kiss, that same is he: 
hold him fast.  And forthwith he came to Jesus, and said, Hail, master; and kissed him. 
And Jesus said unto him, Friend, wherefore art thou come? Then came they, and laid 
hands on Jesus and took him. 
 
(NIV) - While he was still speaking, Judas, one of the Twelve, arrived. With him was a 
large crowd armed with swords and clubs, sent from the chief priests and the elders of the 
people.  Now the betrayer had arranged a signal with them: "The one I kiss is the man; 
arrest him."  Going at once to Jesus, Judas said, "Greetings, Rabbi!" and kissed him.  
Jesus replied, "Friend, do what you came for." Then the men stepped forward, seized 
Jesus and arrested him. 
 
(NLT) - And even as he said this, Judas, one of the twelve disciples, arrived with a mob 
that was armed with swords and clubs. They had been sent out by the leading priests and 
other leaders of the people.  Judas had given them a prearranged signal: "You will know 
which one to arrest when I go over and give him the kiss of greeting."  So Judas came 
straight to Jesus. "Greetings, Teacher!" he exclaimed and gave him the kiss.  Jesus said, 
"My friend, go ahead and do what you have come for." Then the others grabbed Jesus 
and arrested him. 
 
(NRSV Catholic Edition) - While he was still speaking, Judas, one of the twelve, 
arrived; with him was a large crowd with swords and clubs, from the chief priests and the 
elders of the people.  Now the betrayer had given them a sign, saying, "The one I will 
kiss is the man; arrest him."  At once he came up to Jesus and said, "Greetings, Rabbi!" 
and kissed him.  Jesus said to him, "Friend, do what you are here to do." Then they came 
and laid hands on Jesus and arrested him. 
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Thursday, Day 37 - Peter and the Denial of Christ 
Scripture Reading: Matthew 26:69-74 
 
(KJV) - Now Peter sat without in the palace: and a damsel came unto him, saying, Thou 
also wast with Jesus of Galilee.  But he denied before them all, saying, I know not what 
thou sayest.  And when he was gone out into the porch, another maid saw him, and said 
unto them that were there, This fellow was also with Jesus of Nazareth.  And again he 
denied with an oath, I do not know the man.  And after a while came unto him they that 
stood by, and said to Peter, Surely thou also art one of them; for thy speech betrayeth 
thee. Then began he to curse and to swear, saying, I know not the man.  And immediately 
the cock crew. 
 
(NIV) - Now Peter was sitting out in the courtyard, and a servant girl came to him. "You 
also were with Jesus of Galilee," she said.  But he denied it before them all. "I don't know 
what you're talking about," he said.  Then he went out to the gateway, where another girl 
saw him and said to the people there, "This fellow was with Jesus of Nazareth."  He 
denied it again, with an oath: "I don't know the man!"  After a little while, those standing 
there went up to Peter and said, "Surely you are one of them, for your accent gives you 
away."  Then he began to call down curses on himself and he swore to them, "I don't 
know the man!" Immediately a rooster crowed. 
 
(NLT) - Meanwhile, as Peter was sitting outside in the courtyard, a servant girl came 
over and said to him, "You were one of those with Jesus the Galilean."  But Peter denied 
it in front of everyone. "I don't know what you are talking about," he said.  Later, out by 
the gate, another servant girl noticed him and said to those standing around, "This man 
was with Jesus of Nazareth."  Again Peter denied it, this time with an oath. "I don't even 
know the man," he said.  A little later some other bystanders came over to him and said, 
"You must be one of them; we can tell by your Galilean accent."  Peter said, "I swear by 
God, I don't know the man." And immediately the rooster crowed. 
 
(NRSV Catholic Edition) - Now Peter was sitting outside in the courtyard. A servant-
girl came to him and said, "You also were with Jesus the Galilean."  But he denied it 
before all of them, saying, "I do not know what you are talking about."  When he went 
out to the porch, another servant-girl saw him, and she said to the bystanders, "This man 
was with Jesus of Nazareth."  Again he denied it with an oath, "I do not know the man."  
After a little while the bystanders came up and said to Peter, "Certainly you are also one 
of them, for your accent betrays you."  Then he began to curse, and he swore an oath, "I 
do not know the man!" At that moment the cock crowed. 
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Friday, Day 38 – Doubting Thomas 
Scripture Reading: John 20:26-29 
 
(KJV) - And after eight days again his disciples were within, and Thomas with them: 
then came Jesus, the doors being shut, and stood in the midst, and said, Peace be unto 
you.  Then saith he to Thomas, Reach hither thy finger, and behold my hands; and reach 
hither thy hand, and thrust it into my side: and be not faithless, but believing.  And 
Thomas answered and said unto him, My LORD and my God.  Jesus saith unto him, 
Thomas, because thou hast seen me, thou hast believed: blessed are they that have not 
seen, and yet have believed. 
 
(NIV) - A week later his disciples were in the house again, and Thomas was with them. 
Though the doors were locked, Jesus came and stood among them and said, "Peace be 
with you!"  Then he said to Thomas, "Put your finger here; see my hands. Reach out your 
hand and put it into my side. Stop doubting and believe."  Thomas said to him, "My Lord 
and my God!"  Then Jesus told him, "Because you have seen me, you have believed; 
blessed are those who have not seen and yet have believed." 
 
(NLT) - Eight days later the disciples were together again, and this time Thomas was 
with them. The doors were locked; but suddenly, as before, Jesus was standing among 
them. He said, "Peace be with you."  Then he said to Thomas, "Put your finger here and 
see my hands. Put your hand into the wound in my side. Don't be faithless any longer. 
Believe!"  "My Lord and my God!" Thomas exclaimed.  Then Jesus told him, "You 
believe because you have seen me. Blessed are those who haven't seen me and believe 
anyway." 
 
(NRSV Catholic Edition) - A week later his disciples were again in the house, and 
Thomas was with them. Although the doors were shut, Jesus came and stood among them 
and said, "Peace be with you."  Then he said to Thomas, "Put your finger here and see my 
hands. Reach out your hand and put it in my side. Do not doubt but believe."  Thomas 
answered him, "My Lord and my God!"  Jesus said to him, "Have you believed because 
you have seen me? Blessed are those who have not seen and yet have come to believe." 
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Saturday, Day 39 – The Two Thieves 
Scripture Reading: Luke 23:39-43 
 
(KJV) - And one of the malefactors which were hanged railed on him, saying, If thou be 
Christ, save thyself and us.  But the other answering rebuked him, saying, Dost not thou 
fear God, seeing thou art in the same condemnation?  And we indeed justly; for we 
receive the due reward of our deeds: but this man hath done nothing amiss.  And he said 
unto Jesus, Lord, remember me when thou comest into thy kingdom.  And Jesus said unto 
him, Verily I say unto thee, To day shalt thou be with me in paradise. 
 
(NIV) - One of the criminals who hung there hurled insults at him: "Aren't you the 
Christ? Save yourself and us!"  But the other criminal rebuked him. "Don't you fear 
God," he said, "since you are under the same sentence?  We are punished justly, for we 
are getting what our deeds deserve. But this man has done nothing wrong."  Then he said, 
"Jesus, remember me when you come into your kingdom."  Jesus answered him, "I tell 
you the truth, today you will be with me in paradise." 
 
(NLT) - One of the criminals hanging beside him scoffed, "So you're the Messiah, are 
you? Prove it by saving yourself – and us, too, while you're at it!"  But the other criminal 
protested, "Don't you fear God even when you are dying?  We deserve to die for our evil 
deeds, but this man hasn't done anything wrong."  Then he said, "Jesus, remember me 
when you come into your Kingdom."  And Jesus replied, "I assure you, today you will be 
with me in paradise." 
 
(NRSV Catholic Edition) - One of the criminals who were hanged there kept deriding 
him and saying, "Are you not the Messiah? Save yourself and us!"  But the other rebuked 
him, saying, "Do you not fear God, since you are under the same sentence of 
condemnation?  And we indeed have been condemned justly, for we are getting what we 
deserve for our deeds, but this man has done nothing wrong."  Then he said, "Jesus, 
remember me when you come into your kingdom."  He replied, "Truly I tell you, today 
you will be with me in Paradise." 
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Sunday, Day 40 – The Donkey 
Scripture Reading: John 12:12-15 
 
(KJV) - On the next day much people that were come to the feast, when they heard that 
Jesus was coming to Jerusalem, Took branches of palm trees, and went forth to meet him, 
and cried, Hosanna: Blessed is the King of Israel that cometh in the name of the Lord.  
And Jesus, when he had found a young ass, sat thereon; as it is written, Fear not, daughter 
of Sion: behold, thy King cometh, sitting on an ass’s colt. 
 
(NIV) - The next day the great crowd that had come for the Feast heard that Jesus was on 
his way to Jerusalem.  They took palm branches and went out to meet him, shouting, 
"Hosanna!" "Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord!"  Jesus found a young 
donkey and sat upon it, as it is written,  "Do not be afraid, O Daughter of Zion; see, your 
king is coming, seated on a donkey's colt." 
 
(NLT) - The next day, the news that Jesus was on the way to Jerusalem swept through 
the city. A huge crowd of Passover visitors took palm branches and went down the road 
to meet him. They shouted, "Praise God! Bless the one who comes in the name of the 
Lord! Hail to the King of Israel!" Jesus found a young donkey and sat on it, fulfilling the 
prophecy that said: "Don't be afraid, people of Israel. Look, your King is coming, sitting 
on a donkey's colt."  
 
(NRSV Catholic Edition) - The next day the great crowd that had come to the festival 
heard that Jesus was coming to Jerusalem.  So they took branches of palm trees and went 
out to meet him, shouting, "Hosanna! Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the 
Lord— the King of Israel!"  Jesus found a young donkey and sat on it; as it is written:  
"Do not be afraid, daughter of Zion. Look, your king is coming, sitting on a donkey's 
colt!" 
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Monday, Day 41 – The Cross 
Scripture Reading: 1 Corinthians 1:17-18 
 
(KJV) - For Christ sent me not to baptize, but to preach the gospel: not with wisdom of 
words, lest the cross of Christ should be made of none effect.  For the preaching of the 
cross is to them that perish foolishness; but unto us which are saved it is the power of 
God. 
 
(NIV) - For Christ did not send me to baptize, but to preach the gospel--not with words of 
human wisdom, lest the cross of Christ be emptied of its power.  For the message of the 
cross is foolishness to those who are perishing, but to us who are being saved it is the 
power of God. 
 
(NLT) - For Christ didn't send me to baptize, but to preach the Good News – and not 
with clever speeches and high-sounding ideas, for fear that the cross of Christ would lose 
its power.  I know very well how foolish the message of the cross sounds to those who 
are on the road to destruction. But we who are being saved recognize this message as the 
very power of God. 
 
(NRSV Catholic Edition) - For Christ did not send me to baptize but to proclaim the 
gospel, and not with eloquent wisdom, so that the cross of Christ might not be emptied of 
its power.  For the message about the cross is foolishness to those who are perishing, but 
to us who are being saved it is the power of God. 
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Tuesday, Day 42 - Messiah 
Scripture Reading: Psalm 24:7-10 
 
(KJV) - Lift up your heads, O ye gates; and be ye lift up, ye everlasting doors; and the 
King of glory shall come in.  Who is this King of glory? The LORD strong and mighty, 
the LORD mighty in battle.  Lift up your heads, O ye gates; even lift them up, ye 
everlasting doors; and the King of glory shall come in.  Who is this King of glory? The 
LORD of hosts, he is the King of glory. Selah. 
 
(NIV) - Lift up your heads, O you gates; be lifted up, you ancient doors, that the King of 
glory may come in.  Who is this King of glory? The Lord strong and mighty, the Lord 
mighty in battle.  Lift up your heads, O you gates; lift them up, you ancient doors, that the 
King of glory may come in. Who is he, this King of glory? The Lord Almighty-- he is the 
King of glory. Selah 
 
(NLT) - Open up, ancient gates! Open up, ancient doors, and let the King of glory enter.  
Who is the King of glory? The LORD, strong and mighty, the LORD, invincible in battle.  
Open up, ancient gates! Open up, ancient doors, and let the King of glory enter.  Who is 
the King of glory? The LORD Almighty – he is the King of glory. 
 
(NRSV Catholic Edition) - Lift up your heads, O gates! and be lifted up, O ancient 
doors! that the King of glory may come in.  Who is the King of glory? The Lord, strong 
and mighty, the Lord, mighty in battle.  Lift up your heads, O gates! and be lifted up, O 
ancient doors! that the King of glory may come in.  Who is this King of glory? The Lord 
of hosts, he is the King of glory. (Selah). 
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Wednesday, Day 43 - Gethsemane 
Scripture Reading: Matthew 26:36-41 
 
(KJV) - Then cometh Jesus with them unto a place called Gethsemane, and saith unto the 
disciples, Sit ye here, while I go and pray yonder.  And he took with him Peter and the 
two sons of Zebedee, and began to be sorrowful and very heavy.  Then saith he unto 
them, My soul is exceeding sorrowful, even unto death: tarry ye here, and watch with me. 
And he went a little farther, and fell on his face, and prayed, saying, O my Father, if it be 
possible, let this cup pass from me: nevertheless not as I will, but as thou wilt.  And he 
cometh unto the disciples, and findeth them asleep, and saith unto Peter, What, could ye 
not watch with me one hour? Watch and pray, that ye enter not into temptation: the spirit 
indeed is willing, but the flesh is weak. 
 
(NIV) - Then Jesus went with his disciples to a place called Gethsemane, and he said to 
them, "Sit here while I go over there and pray."  He took Peter and the two sons of 
Zebedee along with him, and he began to be sorrowful and troubled.  Then he said to 
them, "My soul is overwhelmed with sorrow to the point of death. Stay here and keep 
watch with me."  Going a little farther, he fell with his face to the ground and prayed, 
"My Father, if it is possible, may this cup be taken from me. Yet not as I will, but as you 
will."  Then he returned to his disciples and found them sleeping. "Could you men not 
keep watch with me for one hour?" he asked Peter.  "Watch and pray so that you will not 
fall into temptation. The spirit is willing, but the body is weak." 
 
(NLT) - Then Jesus brought them to an olive grove called Gethsemane, and he said, "Sit 
here while I go on ahead to pray."  He took Peter and Zebedee's two sons, James and 
John, and he began to be filled with anguish and deep distress.  He told them, "My soul is 
crushed with grief to the point of death. Stay here and watch with me."  He went on a 
little farther and fell face down on the ground, praying, "My Father! If it is possible, let 
this cup of suffering be taken away from me. Yet I want your will, not mine."  Then he 
returned to the disciples and found them asleep. He said to Peter, "Couldn't you stay 
awake and watch with me even one hour?  Keep alert and pray. Otherwise temptation 
will overpower you. For though the spirit is willing enough, the body is weak!" 
 
(NRSV Catholic Edition) - Then Jesus went with them to a place called Gethsemane; 
and he said to his disciples, "Sit here while I go over there and pray."  He took with him 
Peter and the two sons of Zebedee, and began to be grieved and agitated.  Then he said to 
them, "I am deeply grieved, even to death; remain here, and stay awake with me."  And 
going a little farther, he threw himself on the ground and prayed, "My Father, if it is 
possible, let this cup pass from me; yet not what I want but what you want."  Then he 
came to the disciples and found them sleeping; and he said to Peter, "So, could you not 
stay awake with me one hour?  Stay awake and pray that you may not come into the time 
of trial; the spirit indeed is willing, but the flesh is weak." 
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Thursday, Day 44 – Maundy Thursday 
Scripture Reading: Psalm 102:11-12 
 
(KJV) - My days are like a shadow that declineth; and I am withered like grass.  But 
thou, O LORD, shall endure for ever; and thy remembrance unto all generations. 
 
(NIV) - My days are like the evening shadow; I wither away like grass.  But you, O Lord, 
sit enthroned forever; your renown endures through all generations. 
 
(NLT) - My life passes as swiftly as the evening shadows. I am withering like grass.  But 
you, O LORD, will rule forever.  Your fame will endure to every generation. 
 
(NRSV Catholic Edition) - My days are like an evening shadow; I wither away like 
grass.  But you, O Lord, are enthroned forever; your name endures to all generations. 
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Friday, Day 45 – Were You There? 
Scripture Reading: Matthew 27:45-50 
 
(KJV) - Now from the sixth hour there was darkness over all the land unto the ninth 
hour.  And about the ninth hour Jesus cried with a loud voice, saying, Eli, Eli, lama 
sabachthani?  That is to say, My God, my God, why hast thou forsaken me?  Some of 
them that stood there, when they heard that, said, This man calleth for Elias.  And 
straightway one of them ran, and took a spunge, and filled it with vinegar, and put it on a 
reed, and gave him to drink.  The rest said, Let be, let us see whether Elias will come to 
save him.  Jesus, when he had cried again with a loud voice, yielded up the ghost. 
 
(NIV) - From the sixth hour until the ninth hour darkness came over all the land.  About 
the ninth hour Jesus cried out in a loud voice, "Eloi, Eloi, lama sabachthani?"--which 
means, "My God, my God, why have you forsaken me?"  When some of those standing 
there heard this, they said, "He's calling Elijah."  Immediately one of them ran and got a 
sponge. He filled it with wine vinegar, put it on a stick, and offered it to Jesus to drink.  
The rest said, "Now leave him alone. Let's see if Elijah comes to save him."  And when 
Jesus had cried out again in a loud voice, he gave up his spirit. 
 
(NLT) - At noon, darkness fell across the whole land until three o'clock.  At about three 
o'clock, Jesus called out with a loud voice, "Eli, Eli, lema sabachthani?" which means, 
"My God, my God, why have you forsaken me?" Some of the bystanders misunderstood 
and thought he was calling for the prophet Elijah.  One of them ran and filled a sponge 
with sour wine, holding it up to him on a stick so he could drink.  But the rest said, 
"Leave him alone. Let's see whether Elijah will come and save him."  Then Jesus shouted 
out again, and he gave up his spirit. 
 
(NRSV Catholic Edition) - From noon on, darkness came over the whole land until 
three in the afternoon.  And about three o'clock Jesus cried with a loud voice, "Eli, Eli, 
lema sabachthani?" that is, "My God, my God, why have you forsaken me?"  When some 
of the bystanders heard it, they said, "This man is calling for Elijah."  At once one of 
them ran and got a sponge, filled it with sour wine, put it on a stick, and gave it to him to 
drink.  But the others said, "Wait, let us see whether Elijah will come to save him."  Then 
Jesus cried again with a loud voice and breathed his last. 
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Saturday, Day 46 – Holy Saturday 
Scripture Reading: Mark 15:43-47 
 
(KJV) - Joseph of Arimathaea, an honorable counsellor, which also waited for the 
kingdom of God, came, and went in boldly unto Pilate, and craved the body of Jesus.  
And Pilate marvelled if he were already dead: and calling unto him the centurion, he 
asked him whether he had been any while dead.  And when he knew it of the centurion, 
he gave the body to Joseph.  And he bought fine linen, and took him down, and wrapped 
him in the linen, and laid him in a sepulchre which was hewn out of a rock, and rolled a 
stone unto the door of the sepulchre.  And Mary Magdalene and Mary the mother of 
Joses beheld where he was laid. 
 
(NIV) - Joseph of Arimathea, a prominent member of the Council, who was himself 
waiting for the kingdom of God, went boldly to Pilate and asked for Jesus' body.  Pilate 
was surprised to hear that he was already dead. Summoning the centurion, he asked him 
if Jesus had already died.  When he learned from the centurion that it was so, he gave the 
body to Joseph.  So Joseph bought some linen cloth, took down the body, wrapped it in 
the linen, and placed it in a tomb cut out of rock. Then he rolled a stone against the 
entrance of the tomb.  Mary Magdalene and Mary the mother of Joses saw where he was 
laid. 
 
(NLT) - As evening approached, an honored member of the high council, Joseph from 
Arimathea (who was waiting for the Kingdom of God to come), gathered his courage and 
went to Pilate to ask for Jesus' body.  Pilate couldn't believe that Jesus was already dead, 
so he called for the Roman military officer in charge and asked him.  The officer 
confirmed the fact, and Pilate told Joseph he could have the body.  Joseph bought a long 
sheet of linen cloth, and taking Jesus' body down from the cross, he wrapped it in the 
cloth and laid it in a tomb that had been carved out of the rock. Then he rolled a stone in 
front of the entrance.  Mary Magdalene and Mary the mother of Joseph saw where Jesus' 
body was laid. 
 
(NRSV Catholic Edition) - Joseph of Arimathea, a respected member of the council, 
who was also himself waiting expectantly for the kingdom of God, went boldly to Pilate 
and asked for the body of Jesus.  Then Pilate wondered if he were already dead; and 
summoning the centurion, he asked him whether he had been dead for some time.  When 
he learned from the centurion that he was dead, he granted the body to Joseph.  Then 
Joseph bought a linen cloth, and taking down the body, wrapped it in the linen cloth, and 
laid it in a tomb that had been hewn out of the rock. He then rolled a stone against the 
door of the tomb.  Mary Magdalene and Mary the mother of Joses saw where the body 
was laid. 
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Sunday, Day 47 – Christ the Lord is Risen Today 
Scripture Reading: Luke 24:1-6a 
 
(KJV) - Now upon the first day of the week, very early in the morning, they came unto 
the sepulchre, bringing the spices which they had prepared, and certain others with them. 
And they found the stone rolled away from the sepulchre.  And they entered in, and found 
not the body of the Lord Jesus.  And it came to pass, as they were much perplexed 
thereabout, behold, two men stood by them in shining garments: And as they were afraid, 
and bowed down their faces to the earth, they said unto them, Why seek ye the living 
among the dead?  He is not here, but is risen. 
 
(NIV) - On the first day of the week, very early in the morning, the women took the 
spices they had prepared and went to the tomb. They found the stone rolled away from 
the tomb, but when they entered, they did not find the body of the Lord Jesus.  While 
they were wondering about this, suddenly two men in clothes that gleamed like lightning 
stood beside them.  In their fright the women bowed down with their faces to the ground, 
but the men said to them, "Why do you look for the living among the dead?  He is not 
here; he has risen!” 
 
(NLT) - But very early on Sunday morning the women came to the tomb, taking the 
spices they had prepared.  They found that the stone covering the entrance had been 
rolled aside.  So they went in, but they couldn't find the body of the Lord Jesus.  They 
were puzzled, trying to think what could have happened to it. Suddenly, two men 
appeared to them, clothed in dazzling robes.  The women were terrified and bowed low 
before them. Then the men asked, "Why are you looking in a tomb for someone who is 
alive?  He isn't here! He has risen from the dead!” 
 
(NRSV Catholic Edition) - But on the first day of the week, at early dawn, they came to 
the tomb, taking the spices that they had prepared.  They found the stone rolled away 
from the tomb, but when they went in, they did not find the body.  While they were 
perplexed about this, suddenly two men in dazzling clothes stood beside them.  The 
women were terrified and bowed their faces to the ground, but the men said to them, 
"Why do you look for the living among the dead? He is not here, but has risen.” 
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